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DISTRICT INFORMATION AND

CLUSTER REPORT
Mt. Zion Schools serve approximately 1,350 students in the western portion of Carroll County. The Mt. Zion Cluster
includes Mt. Zion Elementary, Mt. Zion Middle and Mt. Zion High School. Students who attend Mt. Zion Schools have
unique opportunities to excel in academics, arts and activities, while also learning leadership skills and building
character.
The Mt. Zion Cluster is part of the Carroll County School District, which is located 50 miles west of Atlanta. The
District offers premier educational opportunities to approximately 14,800 students throughout its 23 schools and
two College and Career Academy sites.
The Carroll County School District’s mission is to develop globally competitive college and career ready graduates.
The District takes pride in the impact it has on the citizens of Carroll County and is focused on the long-term success
of the students, staff and communities it serves.

Like Us
Follow Us

Mt. Zion Elementary School
Cindy Parker, Principal
Heather Entrekin, Assistant Principal

Mt. Zion Middle School
Connie Robison, Principal
Wesley Miller, Assistant Principal

Mt. Zion High School
Tracey Barrow, Principal
Landon Odom, Assistant Principal

MESSAGE FROM THE

SUPERINTENDENT
Welcome to the Carroll County School System! While our district covers a
broad geographic area, we have a community-focused approach to our
strategy—building relationships and understanding the specific needs
of our students, families, educators and communities we serve is the
foundation for everything we do.
Carroll County Schools recognizes that there is a direct correlation between high-performing
schools and the economic well-being of our community. By partnering with local businesses,
civic groups, organizations and educational institutions, Carroll County Schools offers all
students premier learning opportunities and improves the quality of life for those who live and
work in our area.
The 2016-2017 school year was truly a premier year. Our students excelled in academics, arts
and activities, our teachers enhanced their communication strategies to ensure effectiveness
and consistency in classroom instruction, our board members were recognized as a
Distinguished School Board and many of our schools earned awards for high
performance. Additionally, we opened our second College and Career
Academy facility and a 42,500 square foot performing arts center.
We are grateful to our community partners and to the families who
have chosen Carroll County Schools for their children. Together
we have achieved much and together we can accomplish our
vision of being recognized as a premier school district with
premier teachers, premier leaders and premier schools.

Scott K. Cowart

Scott K. Cowart
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PREMIER

TEACHERS
The Carroll County School System has premier teachers who are dedicated to the
success of all of our students. We are proud to recognize the Teacher of the Year
from each school in the Mount Zion Cluster.

Shannon Rainwater

Bryan Ballew

Mary Ann Smith

Mount Zion High School

Mount Zion Middle School

Mount Zion Elementary
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

ACADEMICS
•

End of Grade (EOG) scores exceeded the state in all eight areas.

•

EOG scores improved in seven of eight areas.

•

Increased the number of Duke Talent Identified students by 15.

•

Student technology devices are one-to-one grades 3-5.

ARTS
•

Students participated in District Honor Chorus.

•

Students participated in Cluster Fine Arts Night.

ACTIVITIES
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•

Students attended the State Technology competition.

•

Seven teachers received CEMC classroom improvement grants.

MIDDLE SCHOOL

ACADEMICS
•

EOG scores improved in five of eight areas.

•

94% of middle school students passed the Algebra I End of Course
(EOC) test, earning high school credit.

•

7th grade Lexile scores exceeded both district and state average.

•

Students won the Regional Stock Market Game for the fifth consecutive year.

•

Student technology devices are one-to-one grades 6-8.

ARTS
•

Hosted community-wide art camp for 3rd consecutive year.

•

Art Club was awarded free field trip from the High Museum of Art in Atlanta.

•

Students participated in Cluster Fine Arts Night.

•

Band participation increased significantly.

ACTIVITIES
•

FBLA was recognized for having the second largest membership in the 6th District.

•

Boys Baseball team placed 3rd in WGMSAC league.

•

MZMS was the first Carroll County School to participate and raise money for the 		
American Heart Association in the Great Replay, raising over $3000.
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HIGH SCHOOL

ACADEMICS
•

Graduation over 90% for three consecutive years.

•

60% increase in dual enrollment over the last two years.

•

20% increase in AP enrollment.

ARTS
•

Area 7A Literary Champions.

•

Students participated in Cluster Fine Arts Night.

•

Band participation increased significantly.

•

2 MZHS students were winners in the Annual Kiwanis Club Art Show.			
(Alyssa Williamson 1st place and Josie Hennesy 3rd place)

ACTIVITIES
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•

GACA State Weightlifting Champions for second consecutive year.

•

7 Individual State Champions out of 10 classes in Weightlifting.

•

Football team earned a spot in the state playoffs for the 3rd consecutive year
and was the winningest team in school history with a 9-2 record.

•

New weight room added to gym.

•

Softball team advanced to the Elite 8.

•

Wrestling team advanced to the State Dual Team Tournament for the
seventh year in a row.

•

Renovated wrestling rooms.

•

Ethan Jones and Cody Sexton advanced to the State Golf Tournament.

•

Taylor Knight earned 1st place in the Land Measurement Forestry Career 			
Development event in Area 1.

CLUSTER

HIGHLIGHTS
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STEM & INNOVATION
The Mount Zion Cluster emphasizes Science, Technology, Engineering and Math
(STEM) integration as a method to engage students and encourage interest in
these critical areas.
Students participate in classroom STEM opportunities, after school STEM groups,
STEM competitions, as well as STEM nights, Science Nights and Math Nights to
share what they have learned with parents and the community.

8

HIGHLIGHTS
•

Students are one-to-one with technology devices in 3-8 grade.

•

Mount Zion students now have access to online Georgia Milestone testing
in all three schools.

•

Mount Zion Elementary student, Elizabeth Becerra, won regional STEM
competition and participated in state level event.

•

Mount Zion Middle School offers students the opportunity to be a part
of a Robotics Competition Team.
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COMMUNITY AND

STAKEHOLDERS
Community-focused schools provide tremendous opportunities for
teachers and administrators to connect with students and their families.
The Mount Zion Cluster works closely with parents, civic organizations
and local businesses to offer students programs and activities that build
character, encourage responsibility and foster community spirit.
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TESTIMONIALS
Family can be defined in many ways and it is different things to different people. But
in Mount Zion family is what makes us unique. It is what makes us strong. It is not
flesh and blood but the heart which makes us family in Mount Zion. Our schools
continue to provide HOPE (Help, Opportunities, Preparation, and Encouragement)
to generations of Eagles. Small town… Big Opportunities…. Big Dreams…..
Eagles Rise Up!
Being a teacher to a Mount Zion Eagle is not a one year commitment to a child’s
educational needs, but an opportunity to see them continuously grow and become
premier students and leaders for the Mount Zion community. It is a pleasure to
work in a community where learning comes first, school leaders expect the very
best, and continuous school improvements lead to proven results.
-Ginny Edwards, 5th Grade Math Teacher Mount Zion Elementary

Mount Zion might be the smallest cluster, but we are by far the biggest family in
Carroll County. All three schools and the community work in concert to raise our
children- teaching them not just academics, but how to succeed and thrive in life.
There’s truly no better place to raise a family.
-Nikki Purvis, Mount Zion Parent and Volunteer

As a teacher, we have an instinctive power to change lives. Each encounter with
a student is significant and has the potential to shape the future of our world. As
such, the decision to embark on this journey was an easy choice. I am fortunate
that I am able to teach in a great community – the City of Mount Zion. Mount Zion
Middle School is not only a great place to work, it has a special place in my heart
as I, my husband, and all three of my children have graced the hallways of Mount
Zion Schools. As a parent, I am confident that my children have received a first-rate
education and would highly recommend Carroll County Schools and, specifically,
Mount Zion Schools to others. It is always a GREAT day to be a Mount Zion Eagle!
-Tewanna Brown-Alumni, Teacher, and Parent, Mount Zion Schools
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Vision
Carroll County Schools will be recognized as a premier school district.

Mission
Carroll County Schools develops globally competitive college and career graduates.

“There are so many activities to choose from at MZHS. I enjoy the
small class size, too. My teachers can take the time to make sure I
understand the concepts and that I am progressing as a student.”

Sarah Collins,
Mount Zion High School

“MZMS has a family environment. My teachers help me when I
struggle, and they want me to succeed.”

Garrett Gordon,
Mount Zion Middle School

“I love my school, because the teachers are great! My favorite thing
about MZES is that I get to be involved in so many activities like STEM
Club, Academic Bowl, Junior Beta and the Principal’s Club.”

Elizabeth Becerra,
Mount Zion Elementary School

